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June 2, 2012

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

The title of today’s sermon is: “The Coming Storm”
Two Sabbaths ago I presented a sermon titled “I Can Sleep When the Wind Blows.” I told you about the farm hand who could do just that to the surprise of his employer. That story dovetailed into the night that Jesus was sleeping soundly in the boat while the storm was raging, and it looked like all would be lost at sea. I believe that was given for all who would follow Jesus, to rest in the fact that Jesus will always be in the boat when the storms of life lash out with greatest fury.
In that sermon I quoted the following Spirit of Prophecy quote, “The Lord wishes all to understand his providential dealings now, just now, in the time in which we live. …The great work from which the mind should not be diverted is the consideration of our personal standing in the sight of God. … The storm is coming, relentless in its fury. Are we prepared to meet it? Are we one with Christ as he is one with the Father?”  {RH, November 27, 1900 par. 13}

Today I want to talk more about this coming storm that will be relentless in its fury. I could preach smooth, feel-good sermons and just pretend that what is coming won’t affect us. When danger is near the ostrich puts his head in the sand and the trouble for the moment disappears, forgetting however that he has only covered up the smallest part of his body, while the greatest part is still exposed to what he wants to hide from.

Isaiah warned in Isaiah 30:10 “Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits:” He said the people will insist that the pastor not Prophesy right things that call for change and sacrifice, rather preach deception so that the people may rest in carnal security. Preach that once saved, always saved. Preach the law does not apply to the Christian and that the seventh day Sabbath was changed. Preach that Jesus will rapture us away and we won’t have to go through the tribulation. Tell the people that all we really need to do is sing and sway and feel good till Jesus comes. In other words, don’t give the people a cross. Is that what Jesus wants the people to hear?
The testimony of Jesus is “The storm is coming, relentless in its fury.” And so what has Jesus told us about this coming storm? We know from brother Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4, 7 that the “… man of sin; …”  “… the son of perdition; …” “… who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God,” “… the mystery of iniquity …” is the same ‘little horn power’ of Daniel 7, and what Daniel saw, became the composite beast that John saw as the first beast of Revelation 13, and the same ‘great whore’ of Revelation 17 riding the scarlet covered beast. Daniel, Paul and John were all describing the religio-political power, the Papacy of Vatican City in Rome.  

Our studies have shown its rise to power and when the last opposing Arian tribe, the Ostrogoths were destroyed, it ascended to power in 538 AD. Confirmed and reconfirmed was the period of the Papacy’s persecuting rule, 1260 years. On schedule, the Papacy went into captivity in 1798, receiving the deadly wound John prophesied in Revelation 13:3. Papal Rome received its power, seat and great authority from Pagan Rome which received it from Satan Revelation 13:2. Many thought the wound to the Papacy was fatal but Rev. 13:3 said the wound would heal. Since 1929 we have seen this wound healing to the point where the whole world follows the Papacy and what it does visibly. But the world is not even aware of what is going on behind the scenes in its quest for the world supremacy it once had and is moving to possess once more.

When Ellen White was alive, the Papacy was not a force to be reckoned with. It had deceived the deadly wound in 1798 and it certainly was no threat to Protestant America in the 1800’s. Just as she wrote that tobacco is an insidious and most malignant poison when doctors were prescribing tobacco smoke for all lung ailments, so was she giving warnings of the Papal rise when the Papacy was impotent. Here is what she warned us about:  “Through the two great errors, the immortality of the soul and Sunday sacredness, Satan will bring the people under his deceptions. While the former lays the foundation of spiritualism, the latter creates a bond of sympathy with Rome. The Protestants of the United States will be foremost in stretching their hands across the gulf to grasp the hand of spiritualism; they will reach over the abyss to clasp hands with the Roman power; and under the influence of this threefold union, this country will follow in the steps of Rome in trampling on the rights of conscience.”  {GC 588.1} 

“Romanism is now regarded by Protestants with far greater favor than in former years. In those countries where Catholicism is not in the ascendancy, and the papists are taking a conciliatory course in order to gain influence, there is an increasing indifference concerning the doctrines that separate the reformed churches from the papal hierarchy; the opinion is gaining ground that, after all, we do not differ so widely upon vital points as has been supposed, and that a little concession on our part will bring us into a better understanding with Rome. The time was when Protestants placed a high value upon the liberty of conscience which had been so dearly purchased. They taught their children to abhor popery and held that to seek harmony with Rome would be disloyalty to God. But how widely different are the sentiments now expressed!”  {GC 563.1}
"There are many who are disposed to attribute any fear of Roman Catholicism in the United States to bigotry or childishness. Such see nothing in the character and attitude of Romanism that is hostile to our free institutions, or find nothing portentous in its growth.”  {GC 564.4}
“But Romanism as a system is no more in harmony with the gospel of Christ now than at any former period in her history. The Protestant churches are in great darkness, or they would discern the signs of the times. The Roman Church is far-reaching in her plans and modes of operation. She is employing every device to extend her influence and increase her power in preparation for a fierce and determined conflict to regain control of the world, to re-establish persecution, and to undo all that Protestantism has done.” {GC 565.4}
“It is not without reason that the claim has been put forth in Protestant countries that Catholicism differs less widely from Protestantism than in former times. There has been a change; but the change is not in the papacy. Catholicism indeed resembles much of the Protestantism that now exists, because Protestantism has so greatly degenerated since the days of the Reformers.  {GC 571.3}

     As the Protestant churches have been seeking the favor of the world, false charity has blinded their eyes. They do not see but that it is right to believe good of all evil, and as the inevitable result they will finally believe evil of all good. Instead of standing in defense of the faith once delivered to the saints, they are now, as it were, apologizing to Rome for their uncharitable opinion of her, begging pardon for their bigotry.  {GC 571.4}

A large class, even of those who look upon Romanism with no favor, apprehend little danger from her power and influence.”  {GC 571.5}
“God's word has given warning of the impending danger; let this be unheeded, and the Protestant world will learn what the purposes of Rome really are, only when it is too late to escape the snare. She is silently growing into power. Her doctrines are exerting their influence in legislative halls, in the churches, and in the hearts of men. She is piling up her lofty and massive structures in the secret recesses of which her former persecutions will be repeated. Stealthily and unsuspectedly she is strengthening her forces to further her own ends when the time shall come for her to strike. All that she desires is vantage ground, and this is already being given her. We shall soon see and shall feel what the purpose of the Roman element is. Whoever shall believe and obey the word of God will thereby incur reproach and persecution.”  {GC 581.2}
Economic Armageddon
“We are living in the time of the end. The fast-fulfilling signs of the times declare that the coming of Christ is near at hand. The days in which we live are solemn and important. The Spirit of God is gradually but surely being withdrawn from the earth. Plagues and judgments are already falling upon the despisers of the grace of God. The calamities by land and sea, the unsettled state of society, the alarms of war, are portentous. They forecast approaching events of the greatest magnitude.  {9T 11.1}

     The agencies of evil are combining their forces and consolidating. They are strengthening for the last great crisis. Great changes are soon to take place in our world, and the final movements will be rapid ones.”  {9T 11.2}
“But who reads the warnings given by the fast-fulfilling signs of the times? What impression is made upon worldlings? What change is seen in their attitude? No more than was seen in the attitude of the inhabitants of the Noachian world. Absorbed in worldly business and pleasure, the antediluvians "knew not until the Flood came, and took them all away." Matthew 24:39. They had heaven-sent warnings, but they refused to listen. And today the world, utterly regardless of the warning voice of God, is hurrying on to eternal ruin.”  {9T 14.1}
“The crisis is stealing gradually upon us. The sun shines in the heavens, passing over its usual round, and the heavens still declare the glory of God. Men are still eating and drinking, planting and building, marrying and giving in marriage. Merchants are still buying and selling. Men are jostling against one another, contending for the highest place. Pleasure lovers are still crowding to theaters, horse-races, gambling-hells. The highest excitement prevails, yet probation's hour is fast closing, and every case is about to be eternally decided. Satan sees that his time is short. He has set all his agents to work, that men may be deceived, deluded, occupied, and entranced, until the day of probation shall be ended, and the door of mercy be forever shut. The time is right upon us when there will be sorrow that no human balm can heal. Sentinel angels are now restraining the four winds, that they shall not blow till the servants of God are sealed in their foreheads; but when God shall bid his angels loose the winds, there will be a scene of strife such as no pen can picture.  {RH, March 14, 1912 par. 6}

     The "time of trouble, such as never was," is soon to open upon us; and we shall need an experience which many are too indolent to obtain. It is often the case that trouble is greater in anticipation than in reality, but this is not true of the crisis before us. The most vivid presentation can not reach the magnitude of the ordeal. In that trial every man must stand for himself before God."  {RH, March 14, 1912 par. 7}
“Many who profess to believe the Word of God do not seem to understand the deceptive working of the enemy. They do not realize that the end of time is near, but Satan knows it, and while men sleep he works. The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life are controlling men and women. Satan is at work even among the people of God, to cause disunion. Selfishness, corruption, and evil of every kind are taking a firm hold upon hearts. With many the precious Word of God is neglected. A novel or a storybook engages the attention. . . . That which excites the imagination is eagerly devoured, while the Word of God is set aside.  {HP 309.2}

     The world is the chief enemy of religion; for satanic forces are continually at work through the world, and it is the object of Satan to bring the church and the world into such close fellowship that their aims, their spirit, their principles, shall harmonize, and that it will be impossible to distinguish between him who professes to serve God and him who serveth Him not. The enemy works continually to push the world to the front.”  {HP 309.3}
“Today, Satan has great power in the world. He has been permitted to have proprietorship of this earth for an appointed time. During this period, when iniquity prevails, men and women are given a chance to take sides. In every possible way, Satan tries to make the broad road attractive and the narrow road grievous, humiliating, and objectionable. He lays ingenious plans to allure men and women to indulge appetite. Cheap, unsatisfying pleasures are made all and in all in this degenerate age. (Cheap, unsatisfying pleasures) (Cheap, unsatisfying pleasures) Satan throws his glamour about these amusements, which eclipse eternal things. Many will sell their birthright, as did Esau, for trifling consideration by the indulgence of appetite. Worldly pleasure will appear more desirable to them than the heavenly birthright.”  {UL 39.4}
“God's people have lost their first love. They must now repent and make steady advancement in the path of holiness. God's purposes reach to every phase of life. They are immutable, eternal; and at the time appointed they will be executed. For a time it may seem that Satan has all the power in his hands; but our trust is in God. When we draw near to Him, He will draw near to us, and will work with mighty power to accomplish His  gracious purposes.”  {RH, February 25, 1902 par. 15}

“The great crisis is just before us. To meet its trials and temptations, and to perform its duties, will require persevering faith. But we may triumph gloriously; not one watching, praying, believing soul will be ensnared by the enemy.” {6T 404.1}
Psalm 107:25-27 “For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof. They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths: their soul is melted because of trouble. They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wit's end.” 

Psalm 107:28-30   “Then they cry unto the LORD in their trouble, and he bringeth them out of their distresses.He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. Then are they glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto their desired haven.” 

Psalm 119:165  “Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.”

Shall we pray?…
